


Do's and don'ts of
leasing a car

One O,DUO” many drivers consideris « DO GETTHE RIGHT INSURANCE COVERAGE. By

leasina a new vehicle butis it riaht reviewing coverage options, combining your auto
g ! g coverage with other policies, and taking advantage
for you?

of credits, features, and discounts, we can help you
get the best value possible.

Simple steps to
becoming more
financially sound

On a national scale, we're showing signs of a
challenging economic time. But in your own life,
even doing a few simple things can help make you
more financially secure.

Understand your resources.

Obviously, this means your paycheck. But also be
sure to include income like child support, alimony, or
financial assets that aren't reinvested. Don't consider
unsteady sources of income like the occasional
bonus, tip, or money from friends and family.

If you drive a lot (or want to keep the car once it's

Document your expenses.

Monitor your monthly expenses and estimate your
costs. Some are fixed and obvious, but others may be
more difficult to estimate. You'll also probably want to

paid off), you might want to buy. On the other hand,
if you don't rack up a lot of miles on your car, or
you're looking for a newer vehicle, leasing may be
the way to go.

have a miscellaneous column for unexpected expenses. ) )
Use these leasing tips to get your best deal:

Determine your bottom line and
establish a budget.

Once you know your expenses, match them to

- DO READ THE FINE PRINT and be aware of any
extra expenses—such as down payments, fees for

, . extra mileage, and end-of-lease expenses.
your earnings. If you end up with extra money, look

for ways to make that money work for you—such . DON’'T BE FOOLED BY ADVERTISEMENTS. Lease
as investments. offers that sound too good to be true probably are.

Find little ways to save. - DO YOUR HOMEWORK. Leases require multi-
dimensional pricing, including monthly payments,
finance costs, and various fees, making it more
difficult to know how much you're really paying.

Your tax refund and that extra “economic stimulus”
check you'll likely be getting this year are great places
to start saving a little. You can also consider options
like using coupons, and buying generic brands when
possible. When it comes to your insurance, call our
agency and let's do a review of your coverage plan

- DON'T BE AFRAID TO NEGOTIATE. Bargain with
the dealer about the price, the finance rate, and
the mileage limit. All are within a dealer’s ability

to make sure your insurance dollar is working as hard .
to adjust.

as it can.

Remember the “big picture.”

By doing little things, even if you could find a way to
cut back $40 a week, you'll have about $2,000 more
at the end of the year.

Pay off your debt.

Especially credit card debt. Make more than the
minimum payment each month and pay it on

time. Late payment fees can quickly sabotage your
attempt to pay down the balance. Know your cards’
interest rates and focus on the balances with higher
rates first.
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